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A three year project to develop a multi-access key and information system for the ferns of Thailand was completed in 2011.  This work has been conducted in collaboration with the Forest Herbarium Bangkok, Chulalongkorn University and Queen Sirikit Botanic Garden, and with logistical support from Prince of Songkhla University.  It is presented through a website at http://rbg-web2.rbge.org.uk/thaiferns/.  More than 650 species of ferns are presented using the most up-to-date nomenclature.  The key uses a multi-access platform with numerous illustrations to make fern identification simple.  Fact sheets on all species give comprehensive nomenclatural information, descriptions, distribution information, and illustrations and photographs when available.  During the course of the project new species and new records have been discovered for Thailand.  More new records will be added to the key as they become available demonstrating how an online system can be kept up to date more effectively than publications in print.
